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SUBCHAPTER A—CIVIL SERVICE RULES

PART 1—COVERAGE AND 
DEFINITIONS (RULE I)

Sec.
1.1 Positions and employees affected by the 

rules in this subchapter. 
1.2 Extent of the competitive service. 
1.3 Definitions. 
1.4 Extent of the excepted service.

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 3301, 3302.

SOURCE: 28 FR 10022, Sept. 14, 1963, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 1.1 Positions and employees affected 
by the rules in this subchapter. 

The rules in this subchapter shall 
apply to all positions in the competi-
tive service and to all incumbents of 
such positions. Except as expressly pro-
vided in the rule concerned, the rules 
in this subchapter shall not apply to 
positions and employees in the ex-
cepted service.

§ 1.2 Extent of the competitive service. 

The competitive service shall in-
clude: (a) All civilian positions in the 
executive branch of the Government 
unless specifically excepted therefrom 
by or pursuant to statute or by the Of-
fice of Personnel Management (here-
after referred to in this subchapter as 
OPM) under § 6.1 of this subchapter; 
and (b) all positions in the legislative 
and judicial branches of the Federal 
Government and in the Government of 
the District of Columbia which are spe-
cifically made subject to the civil serv-
ice laws by statute. OPM is authorized 
and directed to determine finally 
whether a position is in the competi-
tive service.

§ 1.3 Definitions. 

As used in the rules in this sub-
chapter: 

(a) Competitive service shall have the 
same meaning as the words ‘‘classified 
service’’, or ‘‘classified (competitive) 
service’’, or ‘‘classified civil service’’ as 
defined in existing statutes and execu-
tive orders. 

(b) Competitive position shall mean a 
position in the competitive service. 

(c) Competitive status shall mean basic 
eligibility to be noncompetitively se-
lected to fill a vacancy in a competi-
tive position. A competitive status 
shall be acquired by career-conditional 
or career appointment through open 
competitive examination upon satis-
factory completion of a probationary 
period, or may be granted by statute, 
executive order, or the Civil Service 
Rules without competitive examina-
tion. A person with competitive status 
may be promoted, transferred, reas-
signed, reinstated, or demoted without 
taking an open competitive examina-
tion, subject to the conditions pre-
scribed by the Civil Service Rules and 
Regulations. 

(d) An employee shall be considered 
as being in the competitive service 
when he has a competitive status and 
occupies a competitive position unless 
he is serving under a temporary ap-
pointment: Provided, that an employee 
who is in the competitive service at the 
time his position is first listed under 
Schedule A, B, or C shall be considered 
as continuing in the competitive serv-
ice as long as he continues to occupy 
such position. 

(e) Tenure shall mean the period of 
time an employee may reasonably ex-
pect to serve under his current ap-
pointment. Tenure shall be granted and 
governed by the type of appointment 
under which an employee is currently 
serving without regard to whether he 
has a competitive status or whether his 
appointment is to a competitive posi-
tion or an excepted position.

§ 1.4 Extent of the excepted service. 
(a) The excepted service shall include 

all civilian positions in the executive 
branch of the Government which are 
specifically excepted from the require-
ments of the Civil Service Act or from 
the competitive service by or pursuant 
to statute or by OPM under § 6.1 of this 
subchapter. 

(b) Excepted service shall have the 
same meaning as the words ‘‘unclassi-
fied service’’, or ‘‘unclassified civil 
service’’, or ‘‘positions outside the 
competitive civil service’’ as used in 
existing statutes and executive orders.
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